library, and, while perhaps a little daunting, contains all the information required for those preparing for the PTEeXAM.
d. sideBothAM Auckland, New Zealand Declaration of Interest: Dr Sidebotham has recently contributed to a book on the same topic.
Ultrasound Guidance In Regional Anaesthesia:
Principles and practical implementation. Second Edition. P. Marhofer; Oxford University Press, Great Clarendon Street, Oxford OX2 6DP, UK; $105.00; 156×235 mm; pp. 236; ISBN 978-0-199-58735-3. This book is the second edition of a handbook by the author. It is about twice the size of the first edition (Ultrasound Guidance for Nerve Blocks) published in 2008. As this is such a rapidly changing and adapting area of the speciality of anaesthesia, it seems reasonable to produce a second edition so soon. Sadly, some of the chapters have been almost directly lifted from the first edition, with almost identical text and images used. Other chapters have been modified to reflect recent article contribution to the approach and science of the techniques described. Many illustrations in the early chapters of ultrasound images are not accompanied with photographs of probe position, so the novice would have difficulty in reproducing the picture if only working from this book.
Almost all of the techniques described and shown in photographs depict the author performing sham blocks without a probe cover (the author excuses this in the opening paragraphs). With a very few exceptions, all blocks are demonstrated using the out of plane technique -clearly the author's favourite approach. Unfortunately this does not give a balanced guide to the novice nor does it reflect current practice in Australia.
A section on neuraxial blocks has been added, but has few ultrasound images of adult spines and hints on use in the obese where this can be helpful.
Finally, the author devotes only one page to continuous catheter techniques, which represent approximately a third of the current literature in regional anaesthesia. Clearly, greater discussion of techniques, placement and infusions would have been a useful addition.
This book may be a useful addition to a department library or a quick reference attached to an ultrasound machine. I would not recommend it as the first purchase for the novice. recently changed the format of its multiple choice question (MCQ) examination from multiple truefalse type questions to single best answer (SBA) type questions, the type traditionally used by the Australian and New Zealand College of Anaesthetists (ANZCA). Educationalists state that traditional multiple true-false questions only assess factual recall of knowledge, while SBAs allow facts to be placed in context, testing the application of knowledge and problem solving that is the basis of clinical practice. SBA MCQs allow the candidate to demonstrate that they 'know how' rather than simply 'know', making SBA MCQs a better discriminator. The book is accordingly more relevant to the Australian and New Zealand exams.
The book is divided into six sets, each comprised of 30 MCQs covering a broad spectrum of clinical anaesthesia. Each question commences with a case description followed by five responses. All responses are potentially correct, but only one is the best response. Following each set there is an answer section, where the correct responses are revealed with brief summaries which are concise, contain useful explanations and use bullet points and tables where appropriate. Answers include contemporary references for the candidate to use if they wish to explore the subject matter further. With the adopted layout, the book works well as a tool for self-assessment for a candidate sitting this format of exam.
Subject areas covered are within the scope of the final Fellow of ANZCA curriculum and the standard of the questions approximates well to those past MCQ papers released by ANZCA. It is to be noted that the ANZCA MCQ examination also includes questions on applied pharmacology, applied anatomy, applied physiology, equipment, statistics in addition to the type of clinical questions included in this book. I did not see any questions relating to paediatric anaesthesia. The structure of questions is clear, very readable and unambiguous. This is a certainly a book I would recommend to any ANZCA final examination candidate, but it is unlikely to find its way into the library of the specialist anaesthetist.
g . Previous editions of this pocket reference have proved very popular, particularly among junior medical staff and intensive care nurses. The latest edition has been extensively revised; obsolete drugs have been removed, new drugs have been added and there are also new summary chapters on drug families.
The strengths of this series have been retained in this edition. Each drug is described in a concise, consistent manner, with important clinical points highlighted at the end of each section. Examples of new drugs that are covered include levosimendan, sugammadex, oseltamivir, dexmedetomidine, pregabalin and recombinant Factor VIIa.
However, this edition does not quite live up to its claim to be a "comprehensive formulary of all drugs used in anaesthesia and intensive care," as there are some surprising omissions. For example, prednisolone and hydrocortisone are included, but not dexamethasone, and epoprostonol is included, but not iloprost. Other omissions relevant to intensive care and cardiac anaesthetic practice include vasopressin, terlipressin, sildenafil and bosentan.
Despite these reservations, this edition will ensure that this series retains the popularity it deserves. 
